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SOCIAL SUPPORT FOR RURAL WOMEN IN THE NEW VALLEY
GOVERNORATE

Heba A. El -Sayed
Social Studies department, Desert Research Center, Egypt

ABSTRACT: The study aimed to identify the levels of social support for rural woman from husband,
parents, friends and neighbors, identify the nature of the relationship between the study variables and the
social support of rural women in the study area, identify the impact of the independent variables studied
on the degree of social support (husband, family, friends and neighbors, and finally identify the most
important problems suffered by rural women as well as proposals to solve them from the point of view of
female respondents in the study area.

A questionnaire was applied to a regular random sample of 313 rural women. Different statistical methods

and measures were used to achieve the objectives of the study, and test its hypotheses, where the Chi

square test was used, the simple correlation coefficient (Pearson) was used, in addition to the use of
phased regression analysis, Cronbach tests for scales stability and finally frequencies and percentages
were used to describe the study variables.

The most important results of the study were as follows:

- The percentage of female respondents from the middle level category to obtain social support from the
husband was 54.95%, while the percentage of obtaining social support from parents, was 61.98% to an
average degree, and it was also found that 51.32 % of female respondents fall into the category of
middle level of social support for friends and neighbors.

- Seven of the studied variables contribute by 52.6% to explaining the total variation in the degree of
social support for the husband, and it was found that there are three independent variables that
contribute by 46.5% to explain the total variation in the degree of social support for parents, and finally
two variables contribute by 43.7% to explaining the total variation in the degree of social support for
friends and neighbors.

- Finally, the results showed that the most important problems facing rural women are the intervention of
parents in married life by (66.13%), and the results also showed that the most important solution
proposals from the point of view of female respondents is the non-interference of family from both
sides in married life (87.86%).

Keywords: Social support, rural women, New Valley.
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