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STUDY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPACTS OF WHEAT
FARMERS IN THE APPLICATION OF SOME METHODS OF
DISSEMINATING TECHNICAL INFORMATION THROUGH THE
APPLICATION OF NEW TECHNOLOGICAL MEANS

Mekkawi, Hala A.
Postgraduate student (Master’s) Department of Agricultural Economics and Agri-business — Faculty of
Agriculture — Menoufia University

ABSTRACT: The research aimed to study the economic and social effects of the application of some
methods of publishing technical information for wheat farmers in the study area and to identify the
sources of information among farmers surveyed for new technological means in addition to studying the
factors affecting the decision to participate farmers in various publishing methods. The research was
conducted in ten governorates in the Arab Republic of Egypt on a random sample of wheat farmers
amounted to 2532 farmers has been using the questionnaire personal interview as a tool to collect study
data, as was the use of percentages, mean and standard deviation to identify the economic and social
characteristics of farmers in addition to the rank regression model (probit) to determine the factors
affecting the decision of farmers' participation in different publishing methods and the productive
function (Cobb - Douglas) to determine the economic effects of different publishing methods on farmers.

The results of the study reached the following:

- Visiting / by agricultural extension agents and researchers, participating in field days and training
trainees and extension fields are the most important sources of farmers' access to information about
agricultural technology.

- The common factors between the different publishing methods that affect the decision of farmers'
participation in the methods of publication are as follows (gender of the head of the household, area
owned by the farmer, number of visits to/by agricultural extension, number of visits to/by researchers,
the appropriateness of the timing / season in which the extension method is implemented for farmers,
and the proximity of the place where the extension method is implemented to the farmers.

- Farmers participating in the field schools approach increased their wheat yield by 4% and this increase
was significant at the level of 1%, and farmers participating in the extension fields approach increased
their wheat productivity by 1.42% at a significant level of 5%. As for farmers participating in the train-
the-trainer approach, their wheat productivity increased by 3.06% at a morale level of 1%.

- The study also revealed an increase in the net income of farmers participating in the field schools
approach to farmers by 6.5% at a significant level of 1%, while for farmers participating in training of
trainers, their net income increased by 5.2% and this increase is significant at the level of 5%.

Key words: Publishing methods; Agricultural technology; Agricultural productivity; Net Income.
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