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FIELD SCHOOLS AND THEIR IMPACT ON BUILDING THE
CAPACITY OF FARMERS IN MENOUFIA
GOVERNORATE

Shair, Samar G.
Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology, College of Agriculture, Menoufia University

ABSTRACT: This study aimed to stand on the reality of field schools in Menoufia Governorate. It
determined the level of capabilities of the surveyed farmers, test the significance of the differences in the
capabilities of farmers in Menoufia Governorate, which is attributed to the attendance or non-attendance
of field schools, test the significance of the differences between the two study groups and personal
variables studied, identify the most important problems facing field schools from the point of view of the
respondents. A simple random sample was selected representing 10% of farmers in the selected villages,
and the total sample size of the study was 295 respondents. Data were analyzed descriptively and
analytically by using mean, standard deviation, range and percentages, and T-test.

The most important results of the study were: 74.9% of the respondents were attending field schools in
their village, the degree of satisfaction of the majority of farmers with the activities of field schools was
medium, 67% of them wanted to continue attending, 82.8% saw the need to generalize field schools to all
agricultural crops, and also explained that 55.9%of the respondents within the high category with regard
to their abilities, especially (problem solving skill, decision-making skill, planning skill and teamwork
skill) respectively.

There were significant differences at a probability level of 0.05 between the two study groups of farmers
regarding their abilities, & significant differences between the two groups with (regard to decision-
making skill, teamwork skill, effective communication skill, planning skill, and problem-solving skill. As
well as significant differences at the level of 0.05 between the average of the two study groups and both
the number of years of experience& cultural openness the most important problems facing field schools
were that the recommendations in the field schools were old and need to be reconsidered, not following

up.
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