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FARMERS’ ATTITUDES TOW ARDS BIODIVERSITY IN THE
NEW VALLEY GOVERNORATE

Yahia, Randa Y. M.

Social Studies Department, Socio-Economic Studies Division, Desert Research Center, Cairo, Egypt

ABSTRACT: The study mainly aimed to identify the respondents’ attitude towards biodiversity
conservation practices in some villages in Farafra district in New Valley Governorate, and the factors
affecting the degree of their attitudes, also the obstacles facing the respondents in the study area, as well
as the proposals to overcome them from the respondents’ point of view.

Farafra district in the New Valley Governorate was chosen as a geographic area for the study. Abu
Mingar and Allwa Sobeih were chosen as the two largest villages in terms of area. A random sample of
5% of the total number of owners in the two villages (2640) farmers was taken. The total sample is 132
respondents who were selected in a systematic random manner through the lists of agricultural holdings.
The data of the study was collected during the months of November and December 2021 using a personal
interview questionnaire form after test of an initial sample of 30 respondents, in addition to conducting a
series of discussion sessions on the subject of the study to make the form in its final form.

Some statistical methods were used to describe the study variables such as frequencies, percentages,
standard deviation, and Pearson's simple correlation coefficient.

The results were as follows:

¢ The total respondents had a negative attitude of 36% towards biodiversity conservation practices, while
the neutral attitude was about 22.7%, and the the positive attitude was about 41.3% of the total number
of respondents.

e There was a significant relationship between the degree of respondents' attitude towards biodiversity
conservation practices and between the respondents' age, the size of the agricultural holding, and the
respondents' educational level.

e The most obstacles facing the respondents towards preserving biological diversity in the study area
were as follows; The effect of excessive use of pesticides on insects and beneficial animals that
contribute for pollinating plant flowers by 96.6%, followed by the lack of local crop varieties that give
higher productivity and tolerate drought conditions and high temperatures by 83.3%, then global
warming and climate change are a major reason for the loss of biodiversity by 78%, then the various
forms of pollution (air, water and soil pollution) by 64.6%, and finally the lack of awareness of the
positive effects of conservation on biodiversity by 34.7% of the total responses of the respondents.
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